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PLANIFICATION

HCM City airport to get new car park — VNS 08/12/2015
http://viethamnews.vn/society/279587/hcm-city-airport-to-get-new-car-park.html

A five-storey VND550-billion (nearly US$25 million) car park will be constructed to ease the overcrowding in the
domestic terminal's parking lot, a representative of the airport management board said.

The 11,000sg.m new building will be made of steel. It will accommodate 4,000 motorbikes, and will have 1,500 indoor
and 240 outdoor spaces for automobiles.

The first floor will be used for parking motorbikes and the rest for automobiles.

Construction will start this month and the new car park is expected to become operational in March next year. [...]

Future Saigon: Binh Thanh May Get Another Massive Skyscaper with Sky Tower — Saigoneer 04/12/2015
http://saigoneer.com/saigon-development/5808-future-saigon-binh-thanh-may-get-another-massive-

skyscaper-with-sky-tower

Feast your eyes upon this massive skyscraper, dubbed Tan Tao Sky Tower (or not..more on that later), that may soon
go up near the intersection of Nguyen Huu Canh and Dien Bien Phu Streets in Binh Thanh District.

The 300-meter-tall Morris Architects-designed skyscraper would be one of the tallest in Saigon (the Bitexco Financial

Tower stands at 262 meters) and just around the corner from the 461.5-meter Landmark 81, the crown jewel of
Vinhome's Central Park project.

Once completed, the tower will sport a total floor area of approximately 225,000 square meters that will house a mid-
level sky lobby, a convention hall, a broadcast center, a 500-room five-star hotel, 660 residential units and retail and
office space, reports REIC. [...]

Saigon Needs Another $50m+ to Revive Historic Canal — Saigoneer 03/12/2015
http://saigoneer.com/saigon-development/5799-saigon-needs-another-$50-million-to-revive-historic-canal
Saigon has been working hard to revive the Hang Bang Canal with the project currently entering its third and final
phase. But, like many other large-scale public infrastructure projects in the city, additional funds have been requested
to clear residents from the site.
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According to the vice chairman of District 6's People’s Committee, there are still 400 households that must be
relocated at a cost of US$53 million to accommodate the project, reports VnExpress.
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On this 1893 map of western Cho Lén, the original Binh Duong River and related creeks are shown in blue and canals shown in red.

ENVIRONNEMENT

Ho Chi Minh City targets reduced traffic jams, flooding next year — Tuoi Tre News 02/12/2015
http://tuoitrenews.vn/society/31992/ho-chi-minh-city-targets-reduced-traffic-jams-flooding-next-year

Ho Chi Minh City has set targets to create a reduction in traffic jams and flooding during 2016, according to what was
discussed at the second meeting of the Ho Chi Minh City Party Executive Committee on Tuesday.

Tat Thanh Cang, deputy Party secretary and deputy chairman of the People’s Committee of Ho Chi Minh City, unveiled
a plan to build a total of nearly 580,000 square meters of road surface next year.

In addition, the city will construct 11 new bridges, and strive to complete 26 other construction sites for public
transport use during the year.

The addition of the facilities will make the total area used for traffic 8.42 percent of the total urban area of the city.
With regard to the plan to alleviate flooding, the city will focus on carrying out drainage projects funded by foreign
ODA loans to dredge canals, strengthen water drainage systems, and treat wastewater.

Ho Chi Minh City officials will also invest in hygiene projects for the canals of Nhieu Loc — Thi Nghe, Tau Hu - Ben
Nghe, and Tan Hoa - Lo Gom. [...]

City adjusts reservoir to deal with drought — VNS 08/12/2015
http://viethamnews.vn/society/279567/city-adjusts-reservoir-to-deal-with-drought.html

HCM City plans to cope with the 2015-16 dry season as well as the effects of El Nino by transforming crop and
breeding models and rotating the release of water from the Dau Tieng reservoir.

The city has also asked government agencies to take steps to save water.

HCM City is one of the localities hardest hit by the drought, according to the Southern Hydro-meteorological Station.
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The Dau Tieng reservoir supplies water to dozens of hectares of rice and other farm produce fields. It also provides
fresh water for households and helps wash away saline water affecting HCM City and the southern province of Tay
Ninh.

However, this year the reservoir's water level has been much lower than in previous years. [...]

The water flow from the Phuoc Hoa reservoir is now only 40-50 cubic metres per second, as there has been reduced
water flow from the upper river to the reservoir. [...]

TRANSPORT

Ho Chi Minh City passengers, drivers are getting off the buses - Thanh Nien News 06/12/2015
http://www.thanhniennews.com/society/ho-chi-minh-city-passengers-drivers-are-getting-off-the-buses-
55606.html

Buses, essentially the only public transport available in Ho Chi Minh City, are turning both passengers and drivers
away due to a lack of investment, officials said at a conference Friday.

The city's transport department estimated that the system will have seen nearly 324 million passenger journeys by the
end of the year, down 11.7 percent from last year. The estimate is 13 percent lower than the annual target.

Le Hoang Minh, deputy director of the department, said subsidized routes have shed more riders.

Minh said a major problem of public buses is that they have to share the same roads with other vehicles. Without
designated lanes, the services cannot be improved, he said.

The official said that regular traffic jams have caused many buses to arrive at their stops late, which is the main reason
for many passengers to rate the services as poor.

Some buses have been on the road for years and can easily broke down.

Current public bus tickets in the city cost between VND5,000-10,000 (22-44 US cents) a trip.

But each trip is taking more time, making buses a much worse option than motorbikes, said a representative of Saigon
Bus Company, which is managing the more than 500 public buses in the city.

[...]

A survey by the city public transport management center released in September showed that a large number of
public bus passengers have switched to personal vehicles. One major reason is they were not happy with the staff.
There have also been complaints about a lack of support for passengers with disabilities.

Public buses are only serving 6.5 percent of travel demand in the city, which suffers severe congestion throughout the
day. On average 139 new cars and 750 new motorbikes are registered every day.

The city is now building its metro system, but the first line linking the downtown with District 9 will only be put into
use in 2018, if the project does not fall behind schedule.

HCM City plans public transport revamp — VNS 09/12/2015
http://viethamnews.vn/society/279594/hcm-city-plans-public-transport-revamp.html

HCM City has outlined plans for an overhaul of public transport, including metro lines, a new Bus Rapid Transit system
and possible bus lanes as well as trams in an aim to reduce traffic congestion.

Nguyen Minh Hoa, deputy chairman of the HCM City Urban Development and Planning Association, said large buses
had not been operating effectively on the city's small streets.

"In addition, there are no street lanes used only for buses and the number of motorbikes on street is large. As a result,
buses form long queues on the streets in rush hour and cause traffic jams," he said.

The number of bus passengers has declined dramatically. It is estimated to reach nearly 367.7 million this year
compared to 411 million last year, according to the city's Department of Transport.
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Traffic congestion and buses not running on schedule are the major causes of the decline in the number of bus
passengers.[...]

BRT, metro links

A programme to reduce traffic congestion, set up by the city's 10th Party Congress for the 2015-20 period, will focus
on developing public transport and giving investment priority to public transport that can carry a large number of
passengers, such as urban trains and a bus rapid transit (BRT) system.

Dr. Pham Xuan Mai of HCM City University of Technology said the city needed about 25 BRT routes with a total length
of 687 km, and 957 buses for BRT routes by 2020, serving 20 -25 per cent of demand.

The investment cost for the BRT is about 5 -10 per cent of the total cost of the metro. As the BRT construction period is
short, the plan is highly feasible, according to Mai. [...]

By 2020, the city will put into operation the first phase of Metro Line No.1 and Metro Line No.2.

The two lines will transport a total of about 50 million of passengers a year, according to the city's Department of
Transport.

Metro Line No. 1 connects Ben Thanh Market in District 1 with Suoi Tien Park in District 9.

Under the city's public transport development plan to 2020, the city is expected to have eight metro lines, three
tramway or monorail routes, six BRT routes and five elevated roads with a total length of 70.7 km.

The city's bus routes and metro lines would serve 20-25 per cent of travellers by 2020, and 35-45 per cent to 20-25 per
cent of travellers, respectively, by 2030.

As of the end of last year, the city had 2,797 buses, down 74 against 2013. Seventy five per cent of the buses have
been in use since 2002.

POLLUTIONS

New system helps monitor industrial wastewater in Ho Chi Minh City — TuoiTre 07/12/2015
http://tuoitrenews.vn/society/32076/new-system-helps-monitor-industrial-wastewater-in-ho-chi-minh-city
An automatic monitoring system is being piloted at some ‘hot spots’ in Ho Chi Minh City to evaluate the processed
content of their wastewater and provide necessary evidence to impose punishment upon rule breakers.

The system, which is considered the ‘eyes’ and ‘ears’ that can help authorities check around the clock the processed
content of industrial waste, is being tested out at 16 of the city’s industrial parks, export processing zones and high-
tech parks, whose total volume of waste is over 43,000 cubic meters per day.[...]

All data are sent to the control center every five minutes and recorded in its memory storage, which can then be used

for many different purposes.

Managers of the factories will be notified of the statistics so that they can adjust the release of processed wastewater
whenever a pollution index exceeds the allowed limit, thus reducing contamination.

Information provided by the monitoring system can also help experts calculate the approximate average amount of
processed wastewater produced by each type of industry.

The calculations will then be used as a standard to check if the factories are releasing unprocessed wastewater directly
into the environment to reduce cost, whenever their content is considerably lower than the average level.

The recorded statistics can later be used as necessary evidence of violations, based on which penalties will be
imposed on law breakers, including compensation for environmental damage.
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